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Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Divisional  Medical  Officer 
and  Divisional  School  Medical  Officer 

G.P.  HOLDERNESS,  1,1. B.  , Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Deputy  Divisinnal 
Medical  Officer  and  Deputy  Divisional  School  Medical 
Off icer 

J.  LYONS,  M.B. , Ch.B. ,M.R.C.S. ,L.R. C.P. , D.P.H. , 
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Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent 
E.M.  BIRTWISLE,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A.  ( Certs .R. S . I . 

& S . I .E . J . B . , R . S . I Meat  & other  foods). 

General  Assistant 

J.  FLITTON,  M.R.I.P.H.H. 

Pupil  Sanitary  Inspector 
G.  HOLMES. 

Clerical  Staff,  Divisional  Public  Health  Office 
ALTON  HARTLEY 

MISS  F.  LITRE  (resigned  19.6.48) 

G. K.  MILNER  (appointed  14.6.48) 

MISS  I.  POPPLEWELL  (appointed  14 . 6 . 48  - resigned  6.11.48) 

H.  DOBSON  (appointed  21.6.48) 

MRS.  L.  HODGSON  (appointed  25.10.48) 

E.J.  SUTTON  (appointed  25.10.48) 

MRS.  K.  BOOTH  (appointed  1.11.48) 

MISS  E.  CLARKSON  (appointed  1.11.48) 

Clerical  Staff,  Sanitary  Inspector's  Department 
MISS  D.  DUDLEY 


West  Riding  County  Council  Divisional  Public  Health 
Staff  working  in  the  Urban  District. 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officer 

MARY  TOWNEND,  M.B. , Ch.B.,  D.P.H.  (resigned 
September,  1948)  . 


Oculist 

R.  BURNS,  M.B. , B.Ch.,  B.A.O. 

Dental  Officer 

S.  LEVINSON,  L.D.S. 

Health  Visitors 

MISS  M.  CAREY,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 
MISS  A. J.  MOVERLEY,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 

Midwives 

MISS  R.  RICHARDSON,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 
D5RS.  G.M.  WOODHALL,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Home  Nurses 

MRS.  A.L.  PARNHAM,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 
MISS  N.M.  ROBSON,  S.R.N. 

T.B.  Visitor 

MISS  V.  HARTLEY,  S.R.N. 


Cert . 

H.V.  Cert. 


Horsforth  Day  Nursery 

MATRON,  MISS  K.M.  MOORE, 

Mental  Health  Social  Worker 
MISS  E.  BUCK, 


S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 


V.D.  Social  Worker 

MISS  E.M.  SENIOR,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M., 


H.V. Cert , 
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Divisional  Health  Office, 
The  Green, 

HORSFORTH . 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Horsforth  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my 
first  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of  your  District 
for  the  year  1948.  During  the  first  quarter  of  the 
year  under  review  Dr.  J.E.  Outhwaite  was  Medical 
Officer  of  Health. 

The  year  1948  has  been  a notable  one,  as 
on  the  5th  July  there  came  into  operation  the  National 
Health  Service  Act,  1946,  The  National  Assistance  Act, 
1948  and  the  Children  Act,  1948.  These  three  closely 
related  piece's  of  legislation  have  effected  a revolution 
in  our  social  and  administrative  structure. 

The  National  Health  Service  Act  established 
a comprehensive  National  Health  Service  available  to 
everyone.  As  was  to  be  expected  the  setting  up  of  the 
vast  and  complicated  administrative  machinery  to  imple- 
ment the  Act  has  been  beset  by  numerous  problems  and 
difficulties.  In  addition  the  demands  made  by  the  public 
have  severely  stressed  certain  sections  of  the  service, 
notably  the  general  medical,  dental,  ophthalmic  and 
hospital  services.  It  is  obvious,  however,  that  so 
radical  a measure  cannot  immediately  attain  efficiency, 
and  it  will  be  many  years  before  a complete  service  can 
be  provided . 


The  National  Assistance  Act  brought  to  an 
end  the  relief  of  the  destitute  under  the  Poor  Laws 
which  dated  from  the  year  1601.  The  Children  Act  is 
designed  to  make  better  provision  for  children  deprived 
of  a normal  home  life. 

Locally  the  scheme  of  Divisional  Health 
Administration  commenced  in  this  area  on  the  1st  April 
and  entailed  taking  over  from  the  Central  Department  at 
County  Hall  most  of  the  day  to  day  administration  of 
the  County  Council's  health  services  in  the  Division, 
and  the  building  up  of  the  necessary  local  administrative 
machinery  for  this  purpose. 

Under  the  scheme  of  Divisional  Health 
Administration  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also 
Divisional  Medical  Officer  responsible  for  the  day  to 
day  administration  of  the  County  Council’s  health  services 
in  your  District,  and  has  similar  functions  in  the 
Borough  of  Pudsey  and  the  Aireborough  Urban  District. 

This  arrangement  should  lead  to  a close  integration  of 
all  the  Public  Health  Services  provided  in  Horsforth 
by  your  Authority  and  the  County  Council. 

As  it  is  thought  that  the  Council  would 
like  to  have  at  its  disposal  information  on  all  the 
health  services  ir.  the  District,  reference  has  been  made 
to  certain  health  services  which  though  not  the  responsi- 
bility of  the  Council  are  administered  locally  by  your 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer. 
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The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  show 
generally  a satisfactory  trend.  The  death  rate 
shows  a slight  decline  on  the  previous  year.  37$ 
of  the  deaths  were  due  to  disease  of  the  heart  and 
circulatory  system.  The  birth  rate,  however,  shows 
an  appreciable  fall  and  is  below  the  rate  for  the 
Administrative  County  and  for  England  and  Wales,  and 
is  accounted  for  by  the  high  average  age  in  this 
residential  type  of  district.  The  infant  mortality 
rate  at  31  compares  very  favourably  with  39  for  the 
Administrative  County.  It  will  be  noted  that  of  the 
seven  infant  deaths,  six  occurred  during  the  first 
week  of  life.  There  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

The  District  was  remarkably  free  from 
infectious  disease  during  the  year,  and  the  incidence 
does  not  call  for  any  special  comment. 

The  Mortuary  accommodation  continues  to 
be  totally  inadequate,  the  Council  having  abandoned 
the  plan  to  convert  the  wartime  Mortuary.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  present  plan  to  extend  and  improve 
the  existing  Mortuary  in  the  grounds  of  the  cemetery 
is  pressed  forward  with  all  possible  speed. 

I would  like  to  acknowledge  the  efforts  of 
the  Housing  Administrative  Sub-Committee  in  rehousing- 
tuberculous  cases  which  have  been  brought  to  their 
notice.  The  importance  of  satisfactory  housing  for 
such  cases  is  an  urgent  necessity  both  for  preventing 
the  spread  of  infection  to  other  members  of  the 
family,  especially  young  children,  and  in  assisting 
the  recovery  of  the  patient. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members 
of  the  Health  Committee  for  the  very  warm  and  friendly 
welcome  I received  on  taking  up  my  appointment,  and 
for  their  interest  and  support  in  the  work  of  the 
Department.  I would  also  record  my  appreciation  of 
the  willing  help  and  co-operation  I have  received 
from  the  Officers  of  the  Council. 

I have  the  honour  to  be  , 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.P.  HOLDERNESS. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
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Area  of  the  District  (acres) 
Estimated  Population 
Population  at  1931  Census 
Estimated  number  of  inhabited  houses 
Rateable  value 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 


2706.434 
14 , 300 
11,776 
4,431 
£80,415 
£324, 15s 


The  District  is  divided  into  5 wards . 


BIRTHS 


Live,  Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total  Male  Female 
218  120  98 

11  6 5 


Total  229  126  103 


Still,  Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total 


5 2 3 

2-2 


7 2 5 


BIRTH  RATES 

1947 

Live  Births  (per  1,000  estimated  population)  17,44 
Still  Births  (per  1000  live  and  still  births)  43,65 


1948 

16.0 

29.66 


DEATHS 

Total  Male  Female 

All  causes  159  75  84 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year, 

legitimate  77 

illegitimate  — - — 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  - — — 


DEATH  RATES 


(per  1000  estimated  population) 

1947 

1948 

All  causes 

11.8 

11.1 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

0.58 

0.56 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

0.14 

0.14 

Respiratory  diseases 

1.74 

0.42 

Cancer 

2.24 

1.54 

Heart  and  circulatory  diseases 

3.40 

4.13 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year 

All  Infants  (per  1,000  live  births) 

of  age 

1947 

20.75 

1948 

31.0 

Legitimate  Infants  (per  1,000  legitimate 

live  births) 

17.31 

32.11 

Illegitimate  Infants  (per  1,000  illegitimate 

live  births) 

100.00 

Nil 

Diarrhoea 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  2 years  (per 

1,000  live  births)  4.15  Bil 

Maternal  Mortality 
(per  1,000  live  and  still  births) 

Puerperal  Sepsis  Nil  Nil 

Other  puerperal  causes  Nil  Nil 


Nil  Nil 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  HORSFORTH 
COMPARABLE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1948 
Based  on  the  Registrar  General’s  Figures 


BIRTH  RATE: (Per  1,000 
estimated  population) 

DEATH  RATES:  (Per  1,000 
estimated  population) 

U.D. 

Hors- 
f Orth. 

Aggregate 
'/Vest  Rid- 
ing Urban 
Districts . 

West 
Ridirg 
Admin . 
County. 

England 
& Wales 
(Provision 
al  figure 

16.0 

18.3 

18.5 

17.9 

All  causes 

11.1 

11.8 

11.3 

10.8 

Zymotic  Diseases ( 7 principal)*  Nil. 
Tuberculosis  of  respira- 

0,12 

0.12 

** 

tory  system 

Other  forms  of  tubercu- 

0.56 

0.37 

0.37 

0.44 

losis 

Respiratory  Diseases 
(excluding  tuberculosis 

0.14 

0.07 

0.07 

0.07 

of  respiratory  system) + 

0.42 

1.34 

1.29 

** 

Cancer 

Heart  and  circulatory 

1.54 

1.83 

1.74 

1.86 

diseases  0 

INFANT  MORTALITY: 

Deaths  under  one  year 

4.13 

3.98 

3.73 

*-* 

per  1,000  live  births 

DIARRHOEA : 

(Deaths  in  infants  under 
2 years  of  age  per  1000 

31.0 

38.0 

39.0 

34 

live  bir  ths) 

Nil 

4.17 

4.38 

3.3 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY: 
Deaths  of  mothers  in 
child  hirth  per  1,000 
live  and  still  births 


Puerperal  Sepsis 

Nil 

0.09 

0.10 

0, 

.24 

Other  causes 

Nil 

1.02 

1.05 

0, 

co 

r- 

Total 

Nil 

1.11 

1.15 

1, 

.02 

* Combined  death  rate  from  smallpox  (if  any), scarlet 
fever,  enteric  fever,  diphtheria,  measles,  whooping 
cough,  also  diarrhoea  in  infants  under  2 years  of  age. 

+ Combined  death  rate  from  bronchitis , pneumonia,  and 
other  respiratory  diseases,  excluding  tuberculosis 
of  the  respiratory  system. 

0 Combined  death  rate  from  heart  disease  and  other 
diseases  of  the  circulatory  system. 

#* 


Figures  not  available. 
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DEATHS, 


CAUSES  _ OF  DEATH  IN  HORSffORTH . 


Disease 

_M 

194/ 

1948 

F 

Total 

I M 

F 

Total 

H Tuberculosis  of  th 

s respiratory 

System 

• e o © • • 

1 3 

5 

8 

i 6 

2 

8 

HOther  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

i 1 

1 

2 

! 2 

— 

2 i 

Cancer  of  the  hue. 

cav.  and 

oesoph  (M)j  uterus  (F) 

! 1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Cancer  of  stomach 

and  duodenum 

I 1 

- 

1 

! 1 

1 

2 I 

B Cancer  of  breast 

• • • 0*0 

- 

3 

3 

| — 

1 

1 1 

jjCancer  of  all  othe 

r sites  . . J 

: 13 

7 

22 

I 9 

10 

19  1 

Blntr a- cranial  vascular  lesions  j 

H7 

22 

39 

1 ll 

22 

33  ! 

BHeart  Diseases 

• • • © • • j 

118 

17 

33 

j 20 

30 

5°  j 

H Other  diseases  of 

circulatory  j 

! 

system 

9 0 0 9 0 • 

! 2 

10 

12 

i 3 

6 

9 

'Bronchitis 

• • • 0 0 • 

! 9 

- 

9 

I 2 

— 

2 

B Pneumonia 

• 0 « • 9 • 

1 7 

7 

14 

1 2 

2 

4 

HOther  Respiratory 

diseases  . 

! 1 

- 

1 

j — 

— 

— I 

BUlcer  of  stomach. 

or.  duodenum 

| 2 

- 

2 

1 1 

— 

1 

BDiarhoea  under  two 

years 

1 1 

— 

1 

— 

_ | 

IjAppendicitis  . . . 

O O • 0 • 0 

! 1 

— 

1 

- 

— 

- i 

Bother  digestive  di 

seases  . . . 

S 1 

— 

1 

- 

— 

— ! 

iiUephr  it  is  ... 

• • • 0 0 9 

6 

- 

6 

i 1 

3 

4 i 

jlPremature  birth 

9 CO  9 0 0 

j 

— 

— 

! 1 

1 i 

IjCongenital  Malformations,  birth 

; 

injury,  infant  diseases 

! 1 

- 

l 

! 5 

— 

5 1 

BSuic ide 

0 9 0 0 0 0 

- 

- 

— 

l 

l 

ilRoad  traffic  accidents 

i l 

l 

! 1 

— 

1 ! 

Bother  violent  causes 

i i5 

— 

1 

i 3 

2 

5 

jiAll  other  causes 

9 0 9 0 9 9 

! 5- 

3 

8 

■ 7 

4 

11 

;j  All  causes 

0 0 9 9 0 9 

84 



79 

163 

! 75. 

84 

159 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA 


1.  STAFF. 


Full  details  of  the  staff  of  the  Department 
are  given  at  the  beginning  of  this  report. 


2.  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  of  the  Medical 
Research  Council  at  Wakefield  undertakes  the  bacterio- 
logical examination  of  clinical  specimens,  milk,  water, 
etc.  and  certain  biochemiohl  tests  on  milk  and  ice- 
cream. 


Facilities  exist  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
office  for  carrying  out  routine  colour  reduction  tests 
on  milk. 


The  chemical  analysis  of  milk,  foodstuffs, 
water,  etc.  is  carried  out  by  Messrs.  Richardson  and 
Jaff£,  Bradford. 


3.  AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

The  ambulance  service  is  administered  by  the 
West  Riding  County  Council,  the  District  being  served 
by  the  depot  at  White  Cross,  Guiseley. 

Since  the  11th  September,  1948,  this  service 
has  also  carried  out  the  conveyance  of  cases  of 
infectious  disease  previously  undertaken  by  the 
ambulance  stationed  at  the  Wharfedale  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital . 


4.  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 

Considerable  changes  occurred  during  the  year 
in  the  arrangements  for  home  nursing  in  the  District 
as  a result  of  the  duty  placed  on  the  County  Council 
under  Section  25  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
to  provide  a home  nursing  service  in  their  area.  By 
agreement  with  the  Horsforth  District  Nursing  Associa- 
tion the  whole  of  the  responsibility  for  home  nursing 
was  taken  over  from  the  Association  by  the  County 
Council  as  from  the  5th  July,  and  the  service  carried 
on  as  part  of  the  County  Council's  Health  Services. 

Since  the  transfer,  we  have  been  fortunate  in 
that  Mrs.  A.L.  Parnham  and  Miss  N.M.  Robson  have 
continued  to  serve  the  District  and  there  has  been  no 
interruption  of  the  services  provided.  The  appointment 
of  a relief  nurse  for  holidays,  off  duty  and  illness 
has  been  much  appreciated  by  the  nurses. 


5.  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  the 
various  clinics  serving  the  Urban  District*.- 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES 


NAME 

School (Minor  Ailments 
'Clinic ) 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic 
Ante-Natal  clinic 


SITUATION 

St .Margaret ' s 
Hall , Horsf orth 

- do  - 

- do  - 


WHEN  HELL 
Wed.  10-12  a.m 

Wed.  2-4  p.m. 

1st  & 3rd  Mon. 
2-4  p.m. 


Special  Clinics  (for  school  and  pre-school  children) 


Dental 


Ear, nose  and  throat. 


Ophthalmic , 


Richardshaw  Lane, 
Pudsey . 

School  clinic, 
Richardshaw  Lane , 
Pudsey . 

Featherbank 
School , Horsf orth . 


Daily  9-5 . 

2nd.  Tuesday, 

2 p.m. 

By  arrangement . 


Orthopaedic . 


St. Lawrence  House, Every  third  Fri- 
Pudsey.  day, 9-30  - 11  a.m. 


Remedial  Exercises. 

Artificial  Sunlight. 

Other  Clinics 

Tuberculosis 

Dispensary . 


St .Lawrence 
House,  Crawshaw 
Rd . , Pudsey . 

St .Lawrence 
House , Crawshaw 
Rd. , Pudsey. 


95,  Town  Street, 
Horsf orth. 


Tues.  & Thurs . 
8.45  - 10.45  a.m. 


Mon.  1.30  p.m. 
Tues. Wed. & Thurs. 
8-45  a.m. 


Thurs.  2-4  p.m. 


6.  HOSPITALS  FOR  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 

Cases  from  the  District  are  admitted  to  the 
Wharf e dale  Isolation  Hospital  at  Menston.  This  hospital 
was  taken  over  by  the  Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board  on 
the  5th  July,  from  the  Wharf e dale  Union  Joint  Hospital 
Board . 


7.  MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE 
(l)  Midwifery  Service. 

The  services  of  two  full-time  domiciliary 
midwives,  Mrs.  G.M.Woodhall  and  Miss  R.  Richardson, 
are  available  in  the  District,  and  both  are  qualified 
to  administer  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia. 

The  County  Council  is  the  Local  Supervising 
Authority  for  the  area. 


■ 


( . 


■ 
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HORSFORTH 

■FORK  OF  DOMICILIARY  MIDWIVES 
(1st  January  to  31st  December,  1948) 


Total  number  of  confinements  attended  :- 

(a)  As  Mi drives  ..........  37 

(b)  As  Maternity  Nurses...  24 

( c ) Total  ................  61 


Ante-Natal  visits....  328 
Post-Natal  visits....  992 


(2)  Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Clinics 

These  are  held  at  St.  Margaret's  Hall, 
Horsforth.  The  following  attendances  were  made  during 


the  years - 

Total  Attendances  371 

No.  of  individual  mothers  106 

No.  of  sessions  24 

Average  attendance  per  session  15 

(3)  Institutional  Confinements. 


Normal  maternity  cases  are  booked  through  the 
Central  Booking  Bureau  at  County  Hall,  Wakefield,  which 
is  now  operated  by  the  County  Council  as  agents  of  the 
Leeds  Regional  Hospital  Board,  and  allocates  the  cases 
to  beds  in  former  County  Hospitals.  In  view  of  the  scarcity 
of  hospital  beds,  it  has  been  necessary  to  give  priority 
to  first  confinements,  and  to  cases  where  the  environmental 
conditions  are  unsuitable  for  a home  confinement. 

It  should  be  noted  that  these  arrangements  relate 
only  to  normal  conf inements . Emergency  maternity  cases 
are  sent  direct  to  the  nearest  appropriate  hospital  by  the 
doctor  concerned.  Abnormal  cases  are  referred  to  the 
consultant  clinic  at  Leeds  Maternity  Hospital,  and  the 
consultant  then  arranges  for  their  admission  to  hospital 
if  required. 

Of  the  236  births  registered  in  1948  to  mothers 
normally  resident  in  Horsforth,  63  took  place  at  home,  46 
at  Four  Gables  Nursing  Home,  and  127  at  hospitals,  nursing 
homes  or  addresses  outside  the  District. 

{4)  Dental  Treatment  for  Expectant  Mothers. 

Facilities  are  available  for  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  pre-school  children  to  receive 
priority  dental  treatment  through  the  County  Council's 
Icheme . 


■ 


. 


, 
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(5)  Health  Visiting. 

Two  full-time  Health  Visitors,  Miss  M. 

Carey  and  Miss  A . J.  Moverley,  undertake  health  visiting 
and  school  nursing  in  the  District.  They  also  attend 
at  the  Infant  Welfare  and  Ante-natal  Clinics. 

Details  of  the  visits  are  given  below  :- 


Visits  to  infants , 

Under  1 year  (new  cases)  326 

- do  - (others)  1198 

Visits  to  children,  1-5  years.  977 

Visits  to  expectant  mothers.  106 

Visits  re  adoption. 

Other  visits . 37 


{6)  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

This  is  held  at  St.  Margaret's  Hall ,Horsf orth, 
and  has  been  very  well  attended. 

The  following  attendances  were  made  during 


the  year:- 

Total  attendances  under  1 year.  2779 

" " 1-5  years.  1039 

New  patients  under  1 year.  156 

" " 1-5  years . 

No.  of  individual  children  attend- 
ing as  at  31st  December , 1948 . 294 

Total  No.  of  clinic  sessions.  53 

Average  attendance  per  session.  76 

(7)  Day  Nursery. 


The  Horsforth  Day  Nursery  at  Sunnybank 
Avenue  continues  to  be  fully  utilised  and  has  a consider- 
able waiting  list.  Children  in  the  age  range  0-5  years 
are  admitted,  and  priority  is  given  to  the  following 
categories : - 

The  child  whose  mother  is  ill  or  having  a baby. 

The  illegitimate  child  whose  mother  is  seeking  work. 
Children  of  parents  who  cannot  find  suitable  homes 
or  are  living  in  overcrowded  and/or  insanitary 
dwellings . 

The  child  of  the  widow  who  must  educate  and  support 
her  family . 

Children  of  mothers  engaged  in  essential  industries. 


, 


• • 
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8.  MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICES . 


Miss  Buck,  one  of  the  County  Council's 
Mental  Health  Social  Workers,  undertakes  duties -in 
connection  with  the  supervision  and  training  of 
mentally  defective  persons  in  the  area  who  are  under 
statutory  supervision,  guardianship  or  on  licence 
from  Institutions.  She  is  also  concerned  with  the 
after-care  of  persons  discharged  from  Mental  Hospitals 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Leeds 
Mental  Health  Service  for  children  who  have  been 
reported  to  the  Local  Health  Authority  as  ineducable 
and  who  are  living  at  home,  to  attend  daily  at  the 
West  Leeds  Occupation  Centre,  Armley  Grange,  Stanning 
ley  Road,  Leeds. 

The  Duly  Authorised  Officer  whose  duty  it 
is  to  take  initial  proceedings  for  the  care  and  treat- 
ment of  persons  of  unsound  mind  under  the  Lunacy  and 
Mental  Treatment  Acts,  is  Mr.  J.  Rollisson,  Divisional 
Welfare  Office,  Bradford. 

9 . DOMESTIC  HELPS  SERVICE. 

Although  statutorily  now  called  Domestic 
Helps  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  these 
ladies  are  still  popularly  referred  to  as  Home  Helps, 
a term  which  was  generally  applied  to  them  before  the 
Act  came  into  force. 

There  has  been  a steadily  increasing  demand 
on  this  service  during  the  year. 

Examples  of  the  type  of  case  to  which  the 
services  of  Home  Helps  are  available  are 

Maternity  cases. 

Where  the  housewife  falls  ill  or  must 
have  an  operation. 

Where  the  wife  is  suddenly  called  away 
to  see  her  husband  in  hospital,  and 
arrangements  have  to  be  made  to  look  after 
the  children. 

Elderly  people  who  are  infirm  or  one  of 
whom  falls  ill . 

Where  several  members  of  the  family  are  ill 
at  the  same  time. 


* 
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PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  RECEIVED 

DURING  1948 


Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Acute  Pneumonia 
Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Erysipelas 

Tuberculosis  (a)  Respiratory 
Tuberculosis  (b)  Other  forms 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Typhoid 
Paratyphoid 
Malaria 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 


23 

2 

5 

1 


1 

12 

8 

54 

12 


Incidence  of  Infectious  Disease 
Rates  per  1,000  of  Civilian  Population 


Typhoid  fever 

Paratyphoid  fever 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

Scarlet  fever 

Whooping  cough 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

Smallpox 

Measles 

Pneumonia 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Acute  Polioencephaliti 


Horsforth  England  & 


U.D. 

Wales . 

Nil 

0.01 

Nil 

0.01 

0.07 

0.03 

1.61 

1.73 

0.84 

3.42 

0.14 

0.08 

0.07 

0.21 

Nil 

— 

3.78 

9.34 

0.35 

0.73 

Nil 

0.04 

Nil 

0.00 

' 


. 


■ 


AGE  INCIDENCE  AND  DEATHS  PROM  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES , 1948 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


Diphtheria  immunisation  is  carried  out 
free  of  charge  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic,  at 
special  sessions  held  in  the  schools,  or  'by  private 
medical  practitioners . 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


II  Number  of  children  at  31st  December , 1948 , who  had  complet- 
::  ed  a course  of  Immunisation  at  any  time  before  that  date 


i Age "at 

Under 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 to  9 

10  to  14 

Total 

! 31.12.48  i.« 

1 

* 

under 

n born  in 

15 

1;  year.  ...... 

1948 

1947 

1946 

1945 

1944 

1939-43 

1934-38 

i|  Number 
||  Immunised. 

3 

99 

117 

133 

110 

789 

737 

1988 

Estimated 
mid-year 
child  popu- 
lation-1948 

&§  ?Biplied 

Registrar 
General . 


Children  under  5 
1063 


| Children  5 - 14 . 
1671 


i!  NUMBER  OF  CHILDREN  WHO  COMPLETED  A 

II  FULL  COURSE  OF  PRIMARY  IMMUNISATION 
||  IN  THE  U.D.  of  HORSFORTH 
||  (including  temporary  residents) 

||  during  1948. 

TOTAL  NUMBER  OF 
CHILDREN  WHO  WERE 
GIVEN  A SECONDARY 

OR  REINFORCING 
INJECTION. 

||  Age  at  date  of  Final  Injectioi 

1 Total 

Luring  1948 

! Under  5 5 to  14 

||i  j 

129  26 

155 

252  | 

. l| 

VACCINATION 


As  a result  of  the  repeal  of  the  Vaccination 
Acts  by  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  the  compulsory 
vaccination  of  infants  against  smallpox  and  the 
functions  and  appointments  of  Public  Vaccinators  and 
Vaccination  Officers  came  to  an  end  as  from  the  5th 
July,  194-8.  Vaccination  in  the  Urban  District  is  now 
the  responsibility  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council 
as  Local  Health  Authority,  and  under  their  arrangements 
is  carried  out  free  of  charge  at  the  Infant  Welfare 
Centre  or  by  private  medical  practitioners. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  vaccinations 
performed  from  5th  July  to  31st  December,  1948,  under 
the  new  arrangements 


Number  of  persons  vaccinated  (or 
vaccinated) during  period 

re- 

||  Age  at  31st  Dec. 

||  1948 , i . e .born  in 
|(  years . 

Under 

1 

1948 

1 to  4 
1944  to 
1947 

5 to  14 
1934  to 
1943 

15  or 
over 
before 
1934 

Total  ; 

||  No.  vaccinated. 

28 

2 

3 

6 

39  | 

I!  No.  re-vaccinated 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

9 

10 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Cases  of  tuberculosis  are  referred  to  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  at  the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary, 
95s  Town  Street,  Horsforth,  which  is  open  on  Thursday 
afternoons  at  2 p.m. 
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TUBERCULOSIS  AND  MORTALITY  DURING  1948 


Age 

11  Periods 

New 

Cases 

Deaths 

Respiratory 

on-  Respirator  y 

Res 

piratory ' Non  -Re  spimloiy 

M 

! p 

M 

E 

M 

1 \ 

|p  1 m 

E 

i 0 - 

- 

\ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

! i 1 — 

}; 

II  5 ~ 

- 

| i 

1 

2 

— 

j i 

1 1 - 

- 

||  15- 

1 

1 2 

- 

1 

- 

- - 

- 

||  25- 

1 

| i 

- 

1 

1 

j | 

i \ 

- 

35- 

2 

| 2 

- 

1 

3 

i | l 

- 

I 45- 

II 

|j  65  & upwards 

2 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

- 

mmm 

; - 

1 

- 

1 

i ; 

- | 1 

— 

||  Total 

6 

| 6 

2 

6 

6 

2 | 2 

- 
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SCABIES 


The  arrangement  whereby  the  Leeds  City  Council 
treat  cases  of  scabies  from  the  District  at  their  treatment 
centre  at  Stanley  Road,  Leeds,  9,  was  continued. 

A total  of  three  cases  was  treated  under  this 

arrangement . 
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j URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  HORSFORTH. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


Year  ended  31st  December,  1948. 


E.  M.  BIRTWISLE,  M.R.San.I„  M.S.I.A., 

Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

For  the  year  ended  51  st  Pec  ember  „ 1948 


Horsforth  Hall, 
HORSFORTH . 

June,  1949. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Horsforth  Urban  District  Council 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  place  before  you  my  sixth  Annual 
Report  in  which  is  given  a brief  review  of  the  work 
of  my  Department  and  the  sanitary  conditions  obtaining 
in  your  District  in  the  year  1948. 


HOUSING 


It  has  fallen  to  my  lot  in  previous  years 
to  review  the  housing  position  as  a depressing  one, 
and  although  last  year  I was  able  to  report  some 
alleviation  of  the  position,  this  year  one  is  able 
to  lock  back  and  see  a steady  though  small  improvement 
in  the  circumstances  under  which  people  are  living. 

Necessary  though  it  must  be  if  the  community 
is  to  live  in  harmony  for  each  family  to  have  a house 
of  its  own,  and  for  newly  married  couples  not  to  have 
to  share  accommodation  with  their  parents,  looking  at 
the  position  as  an  official  whose  duties  towards  the 
public  are  more  to  secure  satisfactory  sanitary 
conditions  than  personal  and  mental  comfort,  one  can 
see  distinct  progress. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  80  post-war  houses 
had  been  provided  by  private  enterprise  and  in  the  main 
occupied  by  the  owners,  and  62  post-war  houses  provided 
by  this  Council  and  let  to  tenants  whose  former  housing 
conditions  had  been  subjected  to  very  close  scrutiny. 

I must  record  my  appreciation  -of  the  attitude 
of  the  Housing  Administrative  Sub-Committee  towards  the 
applications  which  I have  brought  to  their  notice  as 
needing  priority  attention,  and  for  the  assistance  given 
in  finding  accommodation  where  possible. 

Dealing  with  some  of  the  more  serious  cases  of 
overcrowding  has  been  delayed  owing  to  the  lack  of  four 
bedroom  houses  required  in  these  cases,  and  I must  repeat 
the  suggestion  which  I made  last  year  that  whilst  the 
demand  for  four  bedroom  houses  is  limited,  it  is  essential 
that  an  adequate  proportion  of  these  be  provided  for  use 
under  such  circumstances. 

The  Health  Committee  gave  consideration  to  the 
condition  of  the  houses  vacated  by  those  re-housed,  and 
where  appropriate,  initiated  formal  action  to  secure  that 
the  vacated  premises  were  either  put  into  reasonable 
repair,  demolished  or  made  the  subject  of  undertakings 
not  to  re-let.  It  was  obvious  that  those  cases  in  which 


. 


- 
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action  was  taken  were  only  on  the  fringe  of  the  problem 
of  dealing  with  defective  houses,  and  I am  happy  that  at 
the  time  of  writing  this  Report,  a Joint  Committee  has 
been  appointed  by  the  Health  Committee  and  the  Housing 
Committee  to  consider  the  drawing  up  of  a programme  of 
re-housing  in  a systematic  manner,  for  the  families 
living  under  the  worst  housing  conditions,  so  that 
appropriate  formal  action  might  be  taken  by  the  Health 
Committee , 


The  high  cost  of  building  repair  has  continued 
to  deter  many  property  owners  from  carrying  out  maintenance 
work,  and  in  the  case  of  the  older  property,  the  shadow  of 
demolition  or  clearance,  which  the  owners  realise  will  be 
the  eventual  fate  of  their  property,  has  kept  them  from 
expending  any  more  money  than  is  absolutely  necessary  on 
these  structures.  The  proportionately  low  rent  income 
from  many  of  the  smaller  houses  makes  it  difficult  to 
regard  as  reasonable,  works  of  repair  which  would  have 
been  asked  for  under  pre-war  conditions. 

Generally  the  19th  century  cottage  property 
is  falling  into  such  a state  as  to  make  demolition  and 
clearance  the  only  practicable  way  of  dealing  with  the 
problem.  To  my  mind,  this  course  is  not  a bad  one  and 
will  in  the  long  run  be  of  assistance  both  to  the  Council 
and  to  the  owners  concerned. 

There  are  some  comparatively  large  areas  which 
under  an  ordered  scheme  of  clearance  could  be  re-developed 
for  residential  purposes,  provide  living  accommodation  on 
a modern  standard  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  that  which 
had  to  be  demolished,  and  retain  the  community  interests. 

BUILDING  LICENSING 

I am  happy  to  record  that  as  at  the  1st  July, 
the  limit  for  the  carrying  out  of  work  on  dwell inghouses 
without  a Building  Licence  was  raised  from  £10  to  £100,  and 
on  most  other  buildings  from  £10  to  £1,000.  This  raising 
of  the  limits  resulted  in  practically  all  repair  work  being 
carried  on  without  the  necessity  of  licensing,  and 
considerably  eased  our  part  of  the  scheme.  The  number  of 
Licences  issued  during  the  year  was  309  authorising  the 
carrying  out  of  work  valued  at  £18,985-10-0. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 


Normal  control  of  these  dwellings  by  checking 
that  the  length  of  stay  does  not  exceed  that  permitted 
under  the  Public  Health  Act,  was  continued.  It  is  obvious 
that  on  occasions  moveable  dwellings  may  be  sited  on  ground 
in  secluded  portions  of  the  District  and  remain  there  for 
considerable  periods  without  detection.  In  November  it 
was  found  that  two  caravans  had  been  sited  in  the  orchard 
of  a farm  in  a position  not  easily  noticed,  and  the 
occupants  claimed  that  they  had  been  there  for  some 
considerable  time.  Rather  than  institute  proceedings 
for  a penalty  for  the  contravention  of  the  Act,  the 
opportunity  was  given  to  the  occupants  to  apply  for 
Licences  to  station  the  caravans  on  this  site,  but  on 
consideration  of  these  applications,  conditions  were 
found  to  be  such  that  they  had  to  be  refused. 

In  both  cases  the  occupiers  appealed  to  the 
Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction  against  the  decision  of  the 
Council,  but  on  the  hearing  of  the  appeals  the  Justices 
decided  that  they  could  not  be  allowed. 
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At  the  close  of  the  year  there  was  only 
one  Licence  in  force  in  the  District,  this  for  the 
use  of  land  for  the  stationing  of  not  more  than  one 
trailer  caravan. 


DRAINAGE . 


In  my  Report  for  1947,  I drew  attention  to 
the  lack  of  surface  water  drainage  in  certain  portions 
of  the  District  which  had  become  obvious  as  a result 
of  a particularly  heavy  rain  storm  and  subsequent 
flooding.  Similar  conditions  occurred  early  on  the 
morning  of  the  14th  June,  1948,  when  there  was  a severe 
rain  and  thunder  storm,  apparently  centred  over  a portion 
of  our  area.  On  this  occasion  the  worst  flooding 
occurred  in  Low  Lane  where  the  super-elevation  of  the 
carriageway  and  the  consequent  diversion  of  all  flood 
water  to  one  side  of  the  road  served  to  magnify  the 
position. 

The  provision  of  additional  gullies  would  not 
serve  any  useful  purpose  as  on  the  occasion  of  such 
storms,  the  surface  water  sewer  itself  is  incapable  of 
receiving  storm  water  at  a sufficient  rate.  It  is 
probable  that  the  rapid  rise  of  Cow  Beck  which  receives 
the  surface  water  drains  in  this  part  of  the  District, 
gave  rise  to  conditions  which  would  impede  the  outflow 
of  the  water  from  the  drains. 

Damage  also  occurred  in  the  Cragg  Hill  District 
where  water  flowing  on  the  unpaved  streets  was  unable  to 
reach  the  gullies  set  in  channels  higher  than  the  road 
surface.  When  the  opportunity  presents  itself  for  the 
paving  of  these  streets,  it  is  important  that  more  than 
the  normal  facilities  for  storm  water  drainage  are  provided, 
in  order  to  alleviate  the  conditions  which  arise  from  storms. 

There  are  93  houses  in  areas  which  are  not 
served  by  the  Councils  sewers.  These  are  mainly  in  the 
agricultural  parts  of  the  District.  Six  of  the  houses, 
however,  are  connected  to  the  sewers  of  the  Aireborough 
Urban  District  Council,  and  six  to  the  sewers  of  Leeds 
Corporation.  The  houses  which  are  without  sewers  are  in 
the  main  catered  for  by  means  of  conservancy  types  of 
sanitary  accommodation,  but  the  larger  premises  have  been 
provided  with  cesspools  or  septic  tank  systems. 

Rivers  and  Streams 


As  far  as  practicable,  the  usual  observations 
have  been  continued  so  as  to  deal  with  cases  of  pollution. 
As  the  Council  are  well  aware,  Horsforth  contains  a 
considerable  number  of  water  courses  culverted  many  years 
ago,  and  of  which  we  have  very  few  records.  Most  of  these 
have  at  some  time  in  past  history  been  used  for  the 
drainage  of  foul  matter  as  well  as  surface  water,  and 
although  in  most  cases  the  foul  drains  have  been  connected 
to  new  sewers  as  they  have  been  installed,  there  are 
cases  where  the  premises  still  drain  into  the  water 
courses.  Absence  of  sufficient  information  makes  it 
almost  impossible  to  trace  these  drains  without  extensive 
excavation,  and  in  most  instances  the  pollution  is  not 
such  as  to  warrant  any  considerable  expenditure  in  this 
direction.  The  premises  giving  rise  to  such  pollution 
are  in  the  older  parts  of  the  District  and  will 
eventually  be  dealt  with  by  action  under  the  Housing 
Acts.  It  has,  however,  been  necessary  to  spend  time  in 
investigation  of  a number  of  these  cases. 
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The  nuisance  which  I reported  on  last  year 
in  the  lower  reaches  of  Cow  Beck  which  arose  mainly 
from  the*  Council ' s stormwater  overflow  on  the  Hawksworth 
Road  sewer,  is  now  considerably  abated,  special  steps 
having  been  taken  to  prevent  the  sewer  overflow  coming 
into  operation  except  in  times  of  flood. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

Water  is  supplied  from  the  Council’s  mains 
to  4,405  houses.  Seven  other  houses  are  supplied 
from  the  mains  of  the  Yeadon  Waterworks  Company,  and 
the  remaining  19  from  wells  and  springs  supplies. 

The  approximate  populations  so  served  are 

as  follows 

Horsf orth  U.D.C . water  mains  14,184 

Yeadon  Waterworks  Company  24 

Private  wells  and  springs  92 

Bacteriological  and  Chemical  control  of  the 

supplies  is  maintained  by  routine  sampling,  Bacteriological 
samples  being  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Chemical  samples  to  the  Public  Analyst. 

Sampling  for  Bac teriolog.ical  Examination 


Result  o: 

f examination 

State  of  water 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

Before  treatment 

— 

2 

After  treatment  and 
chlorination 

6 

- 

Sampling  for  Chemical  Analysis 


Where  sampled 

Result  of  analysis 

satisfactory 

unsatisfactory 

Before  treatment 

1 

— 

House  tap  fed  from 

main  supply 

1 

mm 

During  the  early  portion  of  the  year  complaints 
were  received  of  excess  free  chlorine  being  present  in  the 
water  and  giving  rise  to  an  unpleasant  taste.  These 
complaints  were  confirmed  by  estimates  of  free  chlorine 
carried  out  from  day  to  day.  It  was  eventually  found  that 
the  chlorination  plant  at  the  Waterworks  was  not  working 
properly,  and  allowing  an  excess  of  chlorine  to  be  mixed 
with  the  supply.  Adjustments  to  the  plant  provided  a remedy 
for  the  most  serious  complaints,  although  during  the  year*, 
on  occasions,  the  amount  of  free  chlorine  was  sufficient  to 
give  rise  to  an  appreciable  taste. 

FACTORIES,  BAKEHOUSES  AND  SHOPS 


It  has  not  been  possible  to  give  to  this  work 
the  attention  which  it  requires,  owing  to  pressure  of  other 
matters. 
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Many  cf  the  premises  require  attention  in 
order  to  bring  them  up  to  the  standards  required  by 
Section  13  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  it  is 
hoped  to  be  able  to  deal  with  these  during  1949. 

The  condition  of  the  three  basement  bake- 
houses will  have  to  be  reviewed  before  30th  dune, 

1949,  under  the  provisions  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk  Supply e 

The  number  of  farms  at  which  milk  is  produced 
in  this  District  is  15,  of  which  number  five  are 
Licensed  for  the  production  of  Tuberculin  Tested  milk, 
and  three  for  the  production  of  Accredited  milk.  It  is 
a source  of  regret  that  more  of  our  Farmers  have  not 
undertaken  the  production  of  graded  milk,  and  that  much 
of  the  milk  produced  as  a graded  milk  is  sold  loose  as 
ordinary  milk  by  retailers. 

Before  the  next  Annual  Report  is  written, 
control  of  the  production  of  milk  will  have  passed  to 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  & Fisheries,  and  this 
Council  will  be  responsible  only  for  the  supervision 
of  milk  after  it  has  passed  through  the  farm  gates, 

I think  that  the  Council,  looking  back  over 
the  years  in  which  this  service  has  been  administered 
by  them,  can  congratulate  themselves  on  the  standards 
which  have  been  achieved  by  advisory  work,  and  without 
having  to  resort  to  the  unsatisfactory  legislation 
contained  in  the  Milk  & Dairies  Order. 

I inherited  from  my  predecessor  a most 
satisfactory  relationship  with  the  Farmers  of  the 
District,  and  the  educational  work  and  clean  milk 
competition  which  he  organised  had  encouraged  the 
milk  producers  to  raise  the  standard  of  their  work 
as  high  as  practicable.  Unfortunately,  the  condition 
of  some  of  the  buildings  acted  as  a deterrent,  but  in 
many  cases  these  difficulties  had  been  faced  and 
overcome  by  the  tenant  Farmers 0 It  is  hoped  that  the 
handing  over  of  this  work  to  the  officials  of  the 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  & Fisheries  will  result  in  a 
continuance  of  these  happy  relationships  and  that  with 
the  additional  powers  with  which  they  are  to  be  armed 
continued  improvement  will  result. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  War  conditions  produced 
a number  of  setbacks  to  the  improvement  which  had  been 
effected  in  the  retailing  of  milk,  and  that  the  cost  of 
containers  has  prevented  any  expansion  of  the  selling  of 
bottled  milk,  except  in  the  case  of  the  large  Dairy 
Companies.  The  continuation  of  restrictions  on  the 
choice  of  retailer,  though  somewhat  eased,  still  deprives 
the  public  of  an  opportunity  to  demonstrate  their 
preference  for  milk  produced  and  delivered  in  a way 
which  satisfies  their  demands. 

The  sampling  for  Bacteriological  examination 
and  Chemical  analysis  has  been  continued.  There  appears 
to  be  a slight  improvement  in  the  chemical  composition 
and  I am  happy  to  note  that  only  in  one  case  was  a sample 
of  genuine  milk  found  to  contain  less  than  the  prescribed 
limit  of  solids. 
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Meat . 


The  restrictions  imposed  by  the  Ministry  of 
Food  on  the  use  of  local  private  slaughterhouses . by 
Butchers  continues,  and  the  only  occasions  on  which 
these  buildings  are  used  is  the  occasional  slaughter 
of  pigs  for  private  owners.  The  Council  has  continued 
its  policy  of  keeping  in  force  Licences  to  occupy 
these  slaughterhouses  under  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938, 
but  the  majority  fall  far  below  a reasonable  standard 
for  such  buildings,  and  in  many  cases  deterioration  has 
taken  place  due  to  their  lack  of  use  as  slaughterhouses 
and  to  their  being  used  for  numerous  other  purposes. 

If  the  local  Butchers  are  in  the  future  to  undertake 
private  slaughtering,  the  Council  would  do  well  to 
consider  the  erection  of  a public  slaughterhouse  properly 
sited  and  conforming  to  modern  standards,  which  are  not 
available  on  the  present  sites. 

The  meat  received  for  distribution  in 
Horsforth  comes  from  the  Leeds  Distribution  Centre  and 
is  allocated  by  the  Horsforth  Butchers'  Association, 
and  delivered  to  the  Butchers'  shops.  The  methods  of 
distribution  leave  much  to  be  desired,  although 
generally  they  are  considerably  better  than  in  the 
early  stages  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  scheme. 

Ice-Cream. 


At  the  close  of  the  year,  27  premises  were 
registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act, 

1938,  for  the  sale  of  Ice-Cream  or  the  storage  of 
Ice-Cream  intended  for  sale.  Two  of  these  premises 
are  also  registered  for  the  manufacture  of  Ice-Cream 
for  the  purpose  of  sale.  The  increase  in  the 
wholesale  production  of  this  material  has  resulted  in 
a great  increase  in  the  number  of  retailers  anxious  to 
sell  it,  and  generally  the  retailers  are  willing  to 
carry  out  the  necessary  adaptations  of  their  premises 
in  order  to  obtain  registration.  It  has  not  been 
practicable  to  put  into  force  an  adequate  sampling 
arrangement,  but  it  is  hoped  that  improvements  in  this 
direction  will  be  made  during  1949.  The  Council  adopted 
provisional  standards  for  Ice-Cream  premises  drawn  up  by 
a Joint  Committee  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors'  Association 
and  the  Ice-Cream  Alliance. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  standard  soot  deposit  gauge  has  been 
continued  in  the  same  position  in  the  garden  at  the  rear 
of  No. 78,  Broadgate  Walk,  a site  as  near  as  possible  to 
the  centre  of  the  built-up  residential  area  of  the  District. 
Our  thanks  are  due  to  the  occupier  of  this  house, 

Mr.  B.  Holmes,  for  his  permission  to  use  a portion  of  his 
garden  for  this  purpose.  The  information  provided  by  the 
Analyst's  Reports  on  the  material  collected  month  by  month 
is  set  out  in  a Table  on  page  7 from  which  it  will  be  seen 
that  there  has  been  no  appreciable  change  in  the  rate  of 
pollution.  The  amount  of  tar  deposited  to  the  square  mile 
was  4.30  Tons,  compared  with  3.31  Tons  during  1947,  the 
total  deposit  being  at  the  rate  of  171  Tons  compared  with 
166  Tons  per  square  mile  during  1947. 

Whilst  the  existing  gauge  is  useful  for 
indicating  the  pollution  arising  in  a residential  area, 
it  would  be  helpful  to  have  additional  gauges  in  portions 
of  the  District  containing  a different  development,  so 
that  a comparison  could  be  made. 
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MONTHLY  RAINFALL  IN  1948  (Indicated  by  shaded  portions) 
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MONTHLY  S00TFALL  IN  1948  (Indicated  by  height  of  chimneys) 
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It  is  disappointing  to  note  that  the 
independent  boilers  installed  in  the  new  houses 
erected  by  the  Council,  which  are  capable  of 
producing  hot  water  by  means  of  smokeless  fuel, 
are,  in  most  cases,  operated  by  the  burning  of 
raw  smoke-producing  coal*  Whilst  in  some  cases 
this  might  be  due  to  a shortage  of  coke,  I do 
feel  that  the  tenants  have  not  been  sufficiently 
educated  to  the  improvement  in  atmospheric 
conditions  which  would  result  from  the  use  of 
smokeless  fuel  for  this  purpose,  apart  from  the 
saving  of  cost  and  more  efficient  heating  which 
would  result. 

The  industrial  plant  which  was  referred 
to  in  my  last  Report  as  a source  of  nuisance,  has 
continued  to  give  rise  to  unsatisfactory  conditions, 
and  active  steps  to  secure  an  improvement  in  the 
position  were  being  taken  at  the  close  of  the  year# 

DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION 


The  routine  work  of  disinfection  of 
premises  after  removal  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  has  been 
continued,  and  in  some  cases  terminal  disinfection 
of  premises  after  cases  of  infectious  disease 
nursed  at  home*  Rooms  and  furniture  have  been 
dealt  with  by  spraying  and  fumigation,  and  bedding 
and  clothing  at  the  Disinfector  attached  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital.  These  facilities  for  steam 
disinfection  at  the  Hospital  are  most  useful  as  the 
Council  have  no  plant  for  treating  bedding  and  clothing. 

Prior  to  the  taking  over  of  the  Hospital 
by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board,  transport  was  also 
made  available  to  us  for  the  conveyance  of  bedding 
and  clothing,  but  since  this  transfer  difficulties 
are  experienced  in  seeing  that ' infected  material 
is  conveyed  in  a proper  manner# 

Bed  Bugs. 


We  were  again  reminded  of  the  presence  of 
these  vermin  by  transfers  to  and  on  the  Council's 
Housing  Estates,  and  adequate  steps  were  taken  to 
deal  with  infestations  as  they  were  revealed. 
Infestations  in  other  property  were  also  dealt  with. 
Treatment  consisted  of  spraying  and/or  fumigation 
with  insecticides  containing  D.D.T.  or  gecmerane.. 

Cockroaches . 

Further  work  was  done  during  the  year  in  the 
eradication ' of  these  insects,  and  our  efforts  met  with 
considerable  success.  Cammexane  in  the  form  of  powder, 
liquid  or  smoke  was  used,  and  in  most  cases  treatment 
centred  on  the  cavity  below  the  ground  floor. 

Other  Insect  Pests. 

A variety  of  other  insect  pests  were  dealt 
with  and  assistance  and  advice  given  to  occupiers  of 
premises  affected.  The  Cricket  infestations  which 
were  prevalent  in  former  years  were  not  so  evident. 
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Rats  & Mice . 


Pig  and  Poultry  keepers  are  the  persons 
chiefly  responsible  for  infestations  which  are  found 
in  this  District,  although  unfortunately  very  often 
the  trouble  arises  on  premises  of  their  neighbours® 
Occupiers  have  co-operated  with  the  Department  and 
prompt  notification  has  enabled  control  measures  to 
be  introduced  before  the  infestations  have  become 
established®  Most  of  the  work  is  done  by  pre- 
baiting and  poisoning;  trapping  is  only  rarely 
used.  In  all  cases  rat-proofing  is  asked  for  after 
the  infestation  has  been  abated. 

We  are  happily  free  from  sewer  infestations® 
The  c ons iderable • grad ient  in  the  sewers  and  their 
comparatively  small  diameter  results  in  their  surcharge 
during  times  of  heavy  rain  and  this,  together  with  the 
small  number  of  surface  infestations,  assists  in 
ensuring  their  freedom  from  these  pests. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 


This  service  was  continued  on  similar  lines 
to  the  preceding  year,  and  although  many  difficulties 
presented  themselves,  we  were  able,  particularly  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  year,  to  give  a service  more 
nearly  approximating  to  that  provided  pre-War. 

The  information  and  financial  statistics  in  this 
section  of  the  Report  relate  to  the  financial  year 
1948/49. 

Refuse  Collection. 


We  were  fortunate  that  our  services  were 
not  unduly  interrupted  by  snow  falls  as  was  the  case 
in  the  previous  year,  but  vehicle  breakdowns  and  loss 
and  absence  of  workmen  collectively  contributed  to  the 
collection  work  being  considerably  in  arrears  during 
the  Spring.  On  the  1st  April  a new  vehicle  and  trailer 
was  acquired  and  from  that  time  the  arrears  were  gradually 
reduced . 


It  is  not  easy  to  find  workmen  possessing  the 
high  physical  standard  required  and  at  the  same  time  willing 
to  accept  the  ceaseless  monotonous  routine  of  refuse 
collection,  and  the  possibility  of  finding  more  attractive 
working  conditions  with  other  employers  continued  to  make 
it  extremely  difficult  to  recruit  suitable  labour* 

The  collection  of  salvage  at  the  same  time  as 
house  refuse  was  continued,  apart  from  certain  shopping 
areas  where  salvage  is  collected  separately.  A falling- 
off  in  the  market  for  many  of  the  materials  previously 
salvaged  resulted  in  our  concentrating  attention  on 
paper,  rags  and  kitchen  waste®  Although  at  certain  times 
an  excellent  outlet  was  found  for  bottles  and  jars? 
at  the  close  of  the  year  the  demand  for  these  glass 
containers  was  falling  off  very  badly. 

In  an  effort  to  stimulate  the  interest  of  the 
workmen  in  salvage  collection,  a salvage  bonus  system 
was  introduced  in  February,  1948,  the  bonus  being  a 
proportion  of  the  increase  in  sales  over  the  sales  in 
the  year  1947.  The  introduction  of  this  bonus  and  the 
increase  in  the  amount  of  paper  available  for  salvage 
resulted  in  a very  considerable  increase  in  the  amount 
of  salvage  material  collected.  Details  are  given  later 
in  tho  report. 
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The  separate  collection  of  kitchen  waste 
from  communal  bins  distributed  throughout  the  town- 
ship has  continued  although  there  has  been  a marked 
falling  off  in  the  yield  from  these  bins,  and  were 
it  not  for  the  amount  of  waste  collected  from 
Canteens,  it  would  not  be  worth  while  continuing  to 
make  a collection  from  the  communal  bins.  The 
material  collected  is  transported  to  the  Leeds 
Corporation  Concentrator  Plant  and  an  equivalent 
amount  of  processed  food  brought  back  for  sale  to 
local  Pig  and  Poultry  keepers. 

The  Council  again  gave  consideration  to 
the  adoption  of  the  provisions  of  Section  75  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  relating  to  the  supply  of 
dustbins  by  the  Council  and  the  recovery  of  the  cost 
through  the  General  Rate,  and  after  detailed 
consideration  by  the  Health  Committee  and  the 
Finance  Committee,  it  was  agreed  to  inaugurate  such 
a scheme  to  commence  on  the  1st  April,  1949* 
Unfortunately  it  was  later  found  necessary  to  postpone 
the  operative  date  to  1st  April,  1950, 

Refuse  Disposal. 

We  continued  to  make  use  of  the  excellent 
facilities  for  the  disposal  of  the  whole  of  our  refuse 
by  controlled  tipping  at  the  Calverley  Bridge  Tip. 

This  site  which  will  provide  an  outlet  for  many  years 
to  come,  will  prove  to  have  been  a most  valuable 
investment . 

Unfortunately  the  general  disregard  for 
public  property  which  has  become  so  evident  in  recent 
years,  is  manifested  in  the  interference  which  takes 
place  on  the  Tip,  and  on  frequent  occasions  much  of 
the  work  put  in  in  keeping  the  Tip  orderly  is  upset 
by  persons  disturbing  the  refuse  in  search  for  hidden 
treasures.  Their  activities  are  not  confined  to  this, 
and  on  occasions  have  resulted  in  surface  fires. 

Street  Cleansing. 

The  advantages  of  mechanisation  of  this 
service  are  not  seen  in  their  true  light  by  reason 
of  lack  of  suitable  labour  for  the  manual  sweeping 
and  weeding  which  must  be  ancillary  to  mechanical 
cleansing,  but  the  amount  of  refuse  collected  by  the 
sweeper  is  sufficient  to  show  that  considerably  more 
of  this  material  is  being  removed  from  the  roads  than 
was  the  case  when  the  whole  of  the  service  was  operated 
manually.  It  is  hoped  that  more  attention  may  be 
given  in  the  future  to  the  necessary  manual  work. 

The  cleansing  of  gullies  by  a mechanical 
gully  emptier  is  a very  considerable  improvement. 

The  gullies  are  now  cleansed  very  much  more  frequently 
and  in  a much  more  pleasant  manner. 

For  some  years  a nuisance  has  existed  at 
Hawksworth  Road,  due  to  the  spillage  of  sludge  in 
process  of  being  carried  from  the  lagoons  at  Kirkstall 
Power  Station  to  a Quarry  on  Butcher  Hill,  and  it  was 
difficult  to  understand  that  whilst  both  these  points 
were  in  the  City  of  Leeds,  the  vehicles  conveying  the 
material  should  choose  a route  which  lay  through  this 
District.  Repeated  representations  were  made  to  the 
Transport  Contractors  concerned,  and  some  improvement 
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resulted  from  the  use  of  better  vehicles.  These 
improvements  were  not  such  as  to  deal  satisfactorily 
with  the  nuisance,  and  instructions  were  given  to 
take  the  necessary  steps  to  institute  legal 
proceedings  against  the  persons  concerned  for  a 
breach  of  the  Council Ts  Bye-laws ? but  on  active 
steps  being  taken  to  collect  the  necessary  evidence, 
the  vehicles  immediately  chose  a new  route  which  did 
not  lie  through  this  District,, 

Transport . 


The  transport  used  in  the  Department 
during  the  year  was  as  follows 

One  1937  two  ton  Bedford  with  7 cu.  yd.  refuse 

collection  body. 

One  1940  two  ton  Bedford  with  7 cu.  yd.  refuse 

collection  body. 

One  1943  Karrier  Bantam  with  7 cu.  yd.  refuse 

collection  body. 

One  1948  Karrier  Bantam  with  7 cu.  yd.  refuse 

collection  body. 

One  Lewin  Sprinkler  Sweeper  Collector. 

One  Karrier  Yorkshire  Gully  Emptier. 

Three  Salvage  trailers. 

Most  of  the  vehicles  are  garaged  in  the 
old  Refuse  Destructor  building  adjoining  the  Sewage 
Works,  one  vehicle  is  garaged  at  the  rear  of  Horsforth 
Hall,  and  one  vehicle  still  remains  without  a garage. 

I must  repeat  the  hope  which  I expressed 
in  the  last  Report  that  the  Council  will  proceed  as 
rapidly  as  possible  with  their  scheme  for  the 
formation  of  new  garages  and  depot  on  land  at  the 
rear  of  Horsforth  Hall. 

Costs . 


Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 
Statistics  of  work  performed  and  costs 


Loads  collected 

Weight  of  material  collected 

Visits  to  premises 

Miles  covered 


2,018 

3,034  tons 
175,140 
18,712 


Total  nett  cost  - £3,900. 

Cost  per  ton  (collection  and  disposal)  £1.  5.  8d . 
Cost  per  visit  " n ” 5,3d. 


The  value  of  salvaged  materials  sold  during 
the  year  is  shown  below. 


£ 

s 

d 

Ferrous  Metals 

11 

18 

5 

Non-Ferrous  Metals 

31 

14 

2 

Textiles 

167 

9 

4 

Bottles  and  Jars 

45 

4 

Waste  Paper 

884 

6 

6 

Kitchen  Waste (Raw) 

174 

8 

10 

Bones 

3 

19 

4 

Cullet 

1 

- 

7 

£1,320  1 2 
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Street  Cleansing 

Statistics  of  work  performed  and  costs 


Loads  collected 

(a)  by  street  sweeper  246 

(b)  by  gully  emptier  247 


Weight  of  material  collected 

(a)  by  street  sweeper  504  tons 

(b)  by  gully  emptier  486  tons 


Miles  covered 

(a)  by  street  sweeper  1,710 

(b)  by  gully  emptier  1,517 


Total  nett  cost  - £690. 


The  figures  for  the  costs  of  both  of  these 
services  are  subject  to  correction  when  the  final 
accounts  are  available. 

Public  Conveniences. 


I regret  that  it  is  not  possible  to  report 
any  improvement  in  the  provision  of  public  conveniences 
in  the  District,  and  to  have  to  again  record  their 
serious  inadequacy. 


Provision  should  be  made  at  each  of  the 
shopping  centres,  although  owing  to  the  scattered  nature 
of  the  District,  at  no  point  need  the  provision  be  on  a 
large  scale. 

I would  strongly  recommend  that  wherever 
conveniences  are  provided,  means  of  personal  washing  are 
essential. 


The  Council  have  now  decided  to  take  steps  to 
formulate  a scheme  covering  the  whole  township,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  during  the  next  year  some  tangible  steps  towards 
the  erection  of  conveniences  might  be  taken. 

NUISANCES. 


In  a District  of  this  nature  much  of  the  work 
of  nuisance  abatement  is  done  by  unrecorded  informal 
visits,  without  the  service  of  any  written  Notice. 
Details  are  given  below  of  those  cases  which  have  been 
recorded . 


Nuisances 

found  during  the  year 

Nuisances 

abated 

Defective 

and  insufficient 

dust  bins 

367 

367 

tt 

drains 

9 

9 

it 

roofs 

12 

10 

t» 

eaves  gutters 

3 

2 

it 

water  closets 

4 

4 

tt 

sink  waste  pipes 

1 

1 

it 

plasterwork 

2 

2 

i? 

floors 

2 

1 

?» 

sinks  & lavatory  basins 

4 

3 

?? 

water  supply 

4 

3 

ft 

cesspools 

1 

1 

it 

soil,  rainwater  and 

vent  pipes 

2 

2 

tt 

fireplaces  & kitchen 

ranges 

5 

4 

tt 

chimneys 

2 

2 

Premises 

disinfected 

40 

40 

c/f 

458 

451 

, 
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Nuisances  found  during  the  vear(Cont’d) 


Nuisances 

abated 


b/f  458 

451 

Bedding,  clothing,  etc., 

disinfected 

4B 

42 

Premises  disinfested 

6 

6 

Blocked  drains,  w.c's  and 

gullies 

113 

113 

Rodent  infestations 

13 

13 

Cellar  flooding 

4 

4 

Dampness 

4 

3 

Keeping  of  animals 

1 

1 

Coal  gas  leakages 

1 

1 

Drains  tested 

3 

3 

Noxious  accumulations 

3 

3 

Smoke  nuisances 

1 

1 

Miscellaneous  housing  defects 

10 

9 

659 

650 

The  number  of  visits  made 

to  premises  are 

summarised  as  follows:- 

Dust  bins 

743 

Disinfection 

81 

Defective  drains 

21 

Blocked  drains 

56 

Disinfestation 

39 

Rodent  infestations 

105 

Cellar  flooding 

11 

Housing  defects 

5 09 

Keeping  of  animals 

3 

Accumulations 

14 

Testing  of  new  drains 

23 

Miscellaneous 

51 

1,456 


Action  taken  to  secure  the  abatement  of 


nuisances  was  as  follows 

Informal  Notices  served  171 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  153 

Statutory  Notices  served  14 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  14 

Legal  proceedings  Nil 


CONCLUSION 


It  is  customary  in  presenting  an  Annual  Report 
to  record  one’s  appreciation  for  help  and  assistance 
received  during  the  year,  and  the  constant  repetition  of 
this  acknowledgment  tends  to  rob  it  of  its  sincerity. 

I do,  however,  extend  my  sincere  thanks  for  the  continued 
support  of  the  Council  in  dealing  with  many  of  the  problems 
which  have  been  faced  during  the  year. 

It  is  obvious  that  the  measure  of  progress  which 
has  been  achieved  has  only  been  possible  by  the  ready 
support  of  my  staff,  and  I must  record  my  thanks  to  them 
for  their  constant  help.  To  the  other  Officers  of  the 
Council  whose  co-operation  has  been  so  readily  available  at 
all  times,  I also  extend  my  thanks. 

Yours  faithfully, 

E.  M.  BIRTWISLE. 

Sanitary  Inspector  and  Cleansing  Superintendent 
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